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BETSY BERNFELD
Betsy  Bernfeld is  a  wr i ter ,  l ibrar ian and lawyer  in  Jackson

Hole .  She is  former director  of  the Teton County  L ibrary  and
founder  of  the Teton County  Access  to  Just ice  Center .  Betsy

is  rec ipient  of  the 2020 Wyoming Arts  Counci l ’ s  Poetry
Fel lowship and is  author  of  two volumes of  poetry .  Betsy ’s

f i rst  novel ,  The Journal  of  Henry  David Tarantula ,  was
released this  past  winter  by  Winter  Goose Publ ishing.  I t  was
selected for  the Reimagined Indie  Author  Exper ience at  the

2024 Tucson Fest iva l  of  Books .

MARJORIE DALEY
Marjor ie  Daley  has  a lways  been fasc inated with wr it ing.  Her
f i rst  f ict ion book,  F i re  Ground,  was a lmost  thirty  years  in  the

making and draws heavi ly  on her  husband’s  and father ’s
exper iences as  f i ref ighters .  Mar jor ie  l ives  on the high pla ins

of  Wyoming with her  husband Bob,  horse Miss  Penny,  and
dogs Diesel  and T i ra .  Her  two chi ldren and stepson are  grown

and are  making their  own history .

STEFANI JAYE FARRIS
Stefani  Farr is  i s  the author  of  the short  story  col lect ion

Nothing is  Precious ,  the inaugural  publ icat ion in  the John
Keeble  Ser ies  of  Rural  American Writ ing.  She 's  the recipient

of  two l i terary  fe l lowships  f rom the Wyoming Arts  Counci l ,  as
wel l  as  the Arts  Counci l ' s  Nelt je  Blanchan Award for  nature
writ ing and i ts  Doubleday Award for  wr i t ing by women.  She
has been a  res ident  at  the Ucross  Foundat ion and the Is land

Inst i tute  in  S i tka ,  A laska .  Her  work appears  in  journals
around the country .  Stefani  i s  a  graduate of  the Univers i ty  of

Wyoming and l ives  with her  fami ly  in  Lander .

FICTION



DALLAS JONES
Dal las  Jones was born and ra ised in  Casper  and is  a  graduate

of  the Univers i ty  of  Wyoming and the Georgia  Inst i tute  of
Technology .  Though current ly  res id ing in  Colorado,  he st i l l

loves  everything about  Wyoming except  the wind and spr ing
bl izzards .  

ROSE MARY LONG
Rose Mary  Long grew up in  the Midwest  in  a  church-going

family ,  and began writ ing stor ies  in  her  teens .  She has  been
part  of  a  ja i l  ministry  program for  years  and draws on those

exper iences for  inspirat ion as  wel l  as  a  lot  of  imaginat ion for
her  Women at  the Wel l  ser ies .  

JOHN D.  NESBITT
John D.  Nesbitt  i s  the author  of  more than forty  books ,

including tradit ional  westerns ,  crossover  western myster ies ,
contemporary  western f ict ion ,  retro/noir  f ict ion ,  nonf ict ion ,

and poetry .  He has  won the Western Writers  of  America Spur
Award four  t imes .  He has  won the Western F ict ioneers

Peacemaker  Award twice .  He has  been a  f inal ist  for  the Spur
Award twice ,  the Peacemaker  e ight  t imes ,  and the Wi l l

Rogers  Medal l ion Award e ight  t imes .  He has  a lso  received
two creat ive  wr it ing fe l lowships  with the Wyoming Arts

Counci l .  

JANA SCHOTT
Jana Schott  wrote The Night  Before Chr istmas ,  Soldier  Sty le
when her  son was in  Afghanistan.  She l ives  in  Laramie and

enjoys  craft ing and spending t ime with her  k ids  and
grandkids .



V.L.  ANDROMEDA 
V.L .  Andromeda possesses  a  unique perspect ive  that  shines

through in  her  wr i t ing.  With a  keen interest  in  mental  health
and queer  themes,  p lus  a  pass ion for  fantasy  l i terature ,  she

weaves intr icate  ta les  that  explore  the interplay  between
love ,  se l f -acceptance,  and dest iny .  With a  promise to  charm

audiences with her  voice ,  Andromeda hopes to  leave her
mark on the " romantasy"  genre .  She res ides  in  Wyoming with

her  husband and a  l ive ly  brood of  animal-chi ldren.

CAITEE COOPER
Caitee Cooper  grew up in  Laramie ,  where she enjoyed a l l

th ings outdoorsy ,  musical ,  and bookish .  She went  to  col lege
at  the Univers i ty  of  Wyoming,  where she earned a  B .S .  in

Psychology ,  and met her  husband,  Dal l in .  They went  on to
start  several  businesses  and have many adventures .  Caitee is

the author  of  two novels ,  and current ly  l ives  in  Cheyenne
with her  husband,  their  two boys ,  and two hal f - fera l  barn

cats .

JOHN PARK
John Park ’s  love of  books began in  his  ear ly  chi ldhood.  Born

in Korea ,  John grew up travel ing a l l  over  the wor ld  before
sett l ing in  the United States .  John has  publ ished three books
s ince 2022 and enjoys  being a  part  of  the wr it ing community ,

shar ing his  books ,  and support ing other  aspir ing wr iters .  

HELEN M.  PUGSLEY
Helen M.  Pugsley  comes f rom a smal l  town of  20 people  in

Eastern Wyoming but  current ly  res ides  in  Laramie .  She has
been writ ing s ince she was a  teenager  and has  publ ished
three novels .  When she’s  not  wr i t ing,  she wanders  around

aimless ly  in  search of  f ru it .

SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY



NEVA BODIN
Neva wr ites  to  enterta in ,  and helps  us  to  laugh,  love ,  and
understand l i fe .  She infuses  readers  with fa i th  and hope

through f ict ion and nonf ict ion .  She is  the author  of  Devot ions
From the Goat  Pen,  Bitzy  Bunny Gets  a  New Mama,  Montana
Free ,  Fal l ing for  the Doc,  and There ’s  a  Circus  in  the Sky .  She

writes  short  stor ies ,  newsletters ,  poetry ,  and f reelance
art ic les .  

GAYLE M.  IRWIN
Gayle  M.  I rwin is  an award-winning Wyoming author  and

freelance wr iter .  She is  a  contr ibut ing wr iter  to  e ight  Chicken
Soup for  the Soul  books and f reelances art ic les  to  regional
magazines  and newspapers .  Gayle  authors  the Pet  Rescue

Romance –  Yel lowstone Country  ser ies ,  a  col lect ion of  sweet ,
contemporary  romance books ,  p lus  stand-alone stor ies  in  the
same genre .  A l l  weave pet  rescue and adopt ion into the love

story .  

L.  DAWN JACKSON
L.  Dawn Jackson began writ ing stor ies  as  soon as  they put  a

penci l  in  her  chubby baby hand.  She was a  2021  and 2022
f inal ist  in  the San Francisco Writers  Contest .  She was a lso

selected as  a  mentee in  the inaugural  2021  Romance Authors
Mentorship Program through Romance Writers  of  America .
She l ives  at  the top of  the American Rocky Mountains  with

two miracle  chi ldren,  her  amazing husband,  a  lupus
diagnosis ,  and an ever- increas ing knitt ing stash.

ROMANCE



LOIS J .  EVENSON
Lois  J .  Evenson is  a  Wyoming nat ive .  She wr ites  thr i l lers  and
loves  to  engage readers  and ra ise  goosebumps and laughter

in  equal  measure .  A lthough her  stor ies  take place in  many
sett ings ,  she part icular ly  loves  to  spot l ight  Wyoming as  often
as she can.  Her  f i rst  book,  Raptor 's  K iss ,  was re leased in  2022 .
The second book in  the ser ies ,  Raptor 's  Quest ,  i s  avai lable  for

pre-order  and wi l l  be re leased on Sept .  24 ,  2024.

MANDIE HINES
Mandie wr ites  on themes of  gr ief ,  hope,  and heal ing in  both

poetry ,  Or igami Stars  and Hot  Air  Moon,  and the
thr i l ler /horror  genres ,  The Lost  Always  Take Off  Their  Shoes .
She’s  a  community  organizer ,  promoting creat ive  wr it ing in

Cheyenne and throughout  the state ,  connect ing l i terary
art ists ,  and creat ing opportunit ies  for  wr i ters  to  share their

work .  She’s  current ly  working on a  new poetry  col lect ion and
a supernatural  mystery  ser ies .

PAULLA SCHREINER
Paul la  Schreiner  is  the author  of  three Darcy Moreland

myster ies ,  a l l  set  in  Cheyenne.

MYSTERY

NONFICTION
CAROL CHAPMAN 

Carol  Chapman,  a  Wyoming nat ive ,  wrote her  f i rst  book after
careers  in  teaching,  smal l  business  f inance management ,

caregiv ing,  and nonprof i t  vo lunteer ing.  She sends out  two
emai l  b logs per  month which can be seen on her  website ,

carolchapmanwrites .com.

RAECHEL HENDERSON
Raechel  Henderson is  the author  of  Sew Witchy :  Tools ,

Techniques and Projects  for  Sewing Magick and The Scent  of
Lemon & Rosemary .  She l ives  in  Wyoming and writes  about

l iv ing a  magickal  l i fe .



MARCIA HENSLEY
A transplant  f rom Oklahoma where she earned her  B .A and

M.A.  degrees  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Tulsa ,  Marcia  l ived for  30
years  in  Western Wyoming before moving to  Laramie in  2017 .

She is  the recipient  of  the Wyoming Art 's  Counci l ' s  Nelt j
Blanchan award for  wr i t ing inspired by nature .  Her  essays

have been publ ished in  numerous anthologies ,  High Country
News and Writers  on the Range.  Her  f i rst  book Staking Her

Cla im:  Women Homesteading the West  won awards f rom the
Mountains  and Pla ins  Independent  Booksel lers  Associat ion as
wel l  as  Women Writ ing the West ,  Wyoming Writers ,  and the

Wyoming State  Histor ica l  Society .  

DEBRA MOERKE
Foster  parent  to  over  140 chi ldren,  Debra wr ites  a  t rue story
of  one l i t t le  g i r l  who fe l l  between the cracks  in  the system.

Debra is  marr ied and has  s ix  chi ldren of  her  own.  Her  story  is
one of  grace and forgiveness  for  what  we may bel ieve to  be

the unthinkable .  

ARIELLE ZIBRAK
Arie l le  Z ibrak is  Professor  of  Engl ish and Gender  and

Women’s  Studies  at  the Univers i ty  of  Wyoming.  The author  of
Avidly  Reads :  Gui l ty  Pleasures ,  Writ ing Against  Reform:
Aesthet ic  Real ism in  the Progress ive  Era ,  and numerous

essays  in  scholar ly  and publ ic- fac ing venues .  She is  a lso  the
editor  of  Edith Wharton’s  The Age of  Innocence:  New

Centenary  Essays  and Twelve Stor ies  by  American Women.
Current  projects  include a  v ideo streaming ser ies  for  The

Great  Courses  cal led “A L i terary  Tour  of  the United States”
and a  publ ic  h istory  of  consumer feminism and new-age

phi losophy in  America t i t led The Image of  Desire .



MELODIE EDWARDS
Melodie  grew up in  Walden,  Colorado.  She graduated with an

MFA from the Univers i ty  of  Michigan and received two
Hopwood Awards for  f ict ion and nonf ict ion .  She was the f i rst

person to  receive the Patt ie  Layser  Greater  Yel lowstone
Writ ing Fel lowship through the Wyoming Arts  Counci l  and
was the recipient  of  the Doubleday Wyoming Arts  Counci l
Award for  Women.  She 's  the author  of  two books .  She a lso

loves  to  putz  in  the garden and backpack and ski  in  the
mountains  with her  twin daughters ,  her  husband and her

dog.

JENNIFER LAWRENCE
Jenni fer  Lawrence was born in  Boulder ,  Colorado.  She moved

to Wyoming as  a  young adult  and has  cal led i t  home s ince .
She attended col lege at  the Univers i ty  of  Wyoming.  Jenni fer

current ly  wr i tes  chi ldren's  and middle-grade f ict ion .  She a lso
has a  strong interest  in  women's  h istory ,  part icular ly  in  the

West .  Her  book Soup Suds Row:  The Bold L ives  of  Army
Laundresses  1802-1876 was a  mult ip le  award-winning book,
including The Wi l la  Award f rom Women Writ ing the West .

YOUNG ADULT



KATHY BJORNESTAD
Kathy Bjornestad is  a  ret i red K-12  school  l ibrar ian and

language arts  teacher .  She is  a  Wyoming Fel lowship for
Creat ive  F ict ion recipient  and has  received an honorable

mention for  the Nelt je  Blanchan Award.  Kathy has  placed in
mult ip le  wr i t ing contests  and publ ished several  essays .  She

is  part  of  South Dakota ’s  2024 Speakers ’  Bureau and has
publ ished four  chi ldren’s  books .  She’s  current ly  hard at  work

on an adult  sc ience f ict ion tr i logy .  

LESLIE COLBURN 
Lesl ie  Colburn is  a  mom, an educator ,  and the author  of  four

chi ldren's  books .  Colburn wr ites  parent ing art ic les  and
mater ia l  encouraging those in  the waves of  gr ief .  She

bel ieves  chi ldren's  books can change the wor ld  and uses
them to inspire  and empower young people .  Her  newest

book,  Twinkle ,  the L i tt lest  Star ,  a  book about  f inding hope
and purpose ,  re leases  November 12 ,  2024.

EUGENE M.  GAGLIANO
Former e lementary  school  teacher ,  Eugene M.  Gagl iano,  i s

the Wyoming Poet  Laureate Emeritus  (after  7  years  of
serv ice) .  Gene has  read his  poetry  to  the Wyoming Senate

and House of  Representat ives  and read at  the Governor 's  Arts
Awards as  wel l .  He has  publ ished 3  adult  poetry  books and 7
chi ldren's  poetry  books .  Gene's  new chi ldren's  poetry  book

(My Fruity  Fr iends)  wi l l  be re leased in  September .  As  a
chi ldren's  author ,  he has  publ ished 8 middle  grade f ict ion

books ( two 2019 Evvy Award winners)  and 3  a lphabet  books .
This  year ,  h is  middle  grade f ict ion book,  Ice  Cave Mystery  is

being considered for  a  Wyoming State  Histor ica l  Award.  

GUYLA GREENLY
Dr.  Guyla  Greenly  is  a  t ransformational  leadership coach and

profess ional  development speaker .  She is  the owner  of
Dandel ion Leadership Coaching where she helps  leaders  and

emerging profess ionals  t ransform their  workplace wishes
into real i ty .  In  honor  of  her  mi l i tary  chi ld  upbr inging and

shared exper iences with her  mi l i tary  grandchi ld ,  Guyla
publ ished Hazel  House F inds a  New Family  in  2023 .

CHILDREN’S



HALLIE GUIDRY
Hal l ie  Guidry  is  a  wr i ter ,  editor ,  lawyer ,  and art ist .  In  addit ion
to being the CEO of  Amaranth Publ icat ions ,  she has  over  ten
years  of  exper ience in  profess ional  edit ing.  Within the realm

of  books ,  Hal l ie  has  been instrumental  in  the wr it ing,  edit ing,
and pol ishing of  hundreds of  publ ished works ,  inc luding

inspir ing non-f ict ion ,  bestsel l ing contemporary  romances ,
and heartwarming memoirs  of  pain and loss .  Ezra 's  Family  in

the Spooky House is  her  f i rst  chi ldren's  book.  I t  has  been
awarded the F ive  Star  Readers '  Favor i te  Award.

TARA PAPPAS
Tara Pappas is  a  mixed-media  art ist ,  author ,  and i l lustrator  in
Laramie .  Growing up in  Southern Colorado,  Tara  spent  much
of  her  t ime in  the mountains—hiking,  camping,  backpacking,

and rock c l imbing.  A lthough she has  been drawing and
paint ing f rom a very  young age,  i t  wasn’t  unt i l  moving to

Wyoming in  2012  that  she began creat ing and exhibit ing her
artwork more ser iously .  As  her  art ist ic  sty le  has  cont inued to

develop and evolve ,  her  love of  the outdoors  has  natural ly
inspired and inf luenced her  work .


